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DEFINITIONS

Paleo[ntology ] + Philately = Paleophilately

A Paleontology is the scientific study of life of the
geologic past that involves the analysis of plant and
animal fossils, including those of microscopic size,
preserved in rocks.

APhilately is the study of postage stamps, stamped
envelopes, postmarks, and other materials relating to
postal delivery.

ABothterms, Paleontologyo a rPdilatéieo were -
introduced in France in 1822 and in 1864 respectively . -
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WHAT IS PALEOPHILATELY ?

A Paleophilately

Is the branch of Thematical Philately dealing with

collection of philatelic items: postage stamps, postmarks, first day of issue
covers, etc. showing

A fossils and reconstructions of prehistoric animals and plants,
A fossil locations and Natural History Museumes,
A paleontologists and contributors to Paleontological Science.

A In other words :

Paleophilately

IS the place where Paleontology meets Philately
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FOSSILY IN MYTHS

A Humans have collected fossils since
prehistoric al times

A In the middle age, fossils were assigned to
the Iegendar%/ Creatures and
commemorated in art objects.

A The Austrian stamps and the postal
stationery show " Lindwurmbrunnen von
Klagenfurto .

A Although it represents a dragon, it can be
regarded as the first palaeontological
reconstruction

A The head of the statue is modelled on
the skull of Woolly Rhinoceros
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PALEONTOLOGY - BEGINNING

A 181106 1812 o skull and torso of a strange animal was
discovered by Joseph and Mary Anning at Lyme Regis

A 1817 6 "Ichthyosaurus' was named

A 1821 - the first comprehensive description of
"Ichthyosaurus" anatomy was made.

Mary Anning

Pionccring fossil hunter and palacontologist

A 1820sd the first dinosaur bones were described in Great
Britain:
A 1824 - William Buckland, Professor of Geology at the
University of Oxford named Megalosaurus
A 1825- Dr. Gideon Mantell named Iguanodon

A 1841 d Professor Richard Owen coined the word aDinosaur 0O

DINOSAURIANS.

This group, which includes at least three well-established genera of Sau-
rians, is characterized by a large sacrum composed of five anchylosed ver-
tebra of unusual construction, by the height and breadth and outward sculp-
turing of the neural arch of the dorsal vertebre, by the twofold articulation
of the ribs to the vertebre, viz. at the anterior part of the spine by a head
and tubercle, and along the rest of the trunk by a tubercle attached to the
transverse process only ; by broad and sometimes complicated coracoids and
long and slender clavicles, whereby Crocodilian characters of the vertebral
column are combined with a Lacertian type of the pectoral arch; the dental
organs also exhibit the same transitional or annectent characters in a greater
or less degree. The hones of the extremities are of large proportional size,
for Saurians; they are provided with large medullary cavities, and with well
developed and u I pri , and are terminated by metacarpal, metatarsal
and phalangeal bones, which, with the exception of the ungual phalanges,
more or less resemble those of the heavy pachydermal Mammals, and attest,
with the hollow long-bones, the terrestrial habits of the species.

The combination of such characters, some, as the sacral ones, altogether
peculiar among Reptiles, others borrowed, as it were, from groups now distinct
from each other, and all manifested by creatures far surpassing in size the
largest of existing reptiles, will, it is presumed, be deemed sufficient ground
for establishing a distinct tribe or sub-order of Saurian Reptiles, for which I
would propose the name of Dinosauria*.

Of this tribe the principal and best established genera are the Megalosau-~
rus, the Hyleosaurus, and the Iguanodon ; the gigantic Crocodile-lizards of
the dry land, the peculiarities of the osteological structure of which distin-
guish them as clearly from the modern terrestrial and amphibious Sauria, as
the opposite modifications for an aquatic life characterize the extinct Ena-
liosauria, or Marine Lizards.
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This text is from Sir Richard Owen, 1842, Report on British Fossil Reptiles in
Report of the Eleventh Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement
of Science.
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PHILATELY - BEGINNING

A 1833 0 start of campaigning for aCheap Postageo, as result of the British
Industrial Revolution
A 1837 6 Rowland Hill proposed to reduce the cost of postage by
replacing the collection of money on delivery with prepayment by
sender by means of adhesive stamps or prepaid covers sold by the
post office.

A 1840 d the first two adhesive postage stamps and two postal stationeries
were issued in Great Britain ( approx .1.2 cm x 2.3 cm)

A1841o6thea Penny Bl wepakedl byvthesa P e nRego to prevent
reuse, as postmark ink was easy to remove from the black stamps

More details:
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https://www.paleophilatelie.eu/articles/1840s.html

PREHISTORIC ANIMALS ON POSTAL STATIONERIES

A Prehistoric animals first appeared on postal stationaries in the USA in the1920s, when the Torrance Lime
& Fertiliser Company, from California decorated standard 2 cent prepaid envelope with a scene from the
deep past and short descriptive text to promote their products.

A The first postal stationery with prehistoric animal on the imprinted stamp was issued by Poland in 1970.

/ WARSZAWA

Department of Agriemlture,
State of California,
Sacramento, Calif.

{

Postal stationery from Dr. JonN o a dGakary, Canada) collection :
3/8/2025 @
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PREHISTORIC ANIMALS ON POSTAL METER STAMPS

Aln 1932 Sinclair oil company registered a

Dinosaur ( Brontosaurus) as their trademark. ancar AN YON
) _ _ (OPALINE ) /Rt 1= VN
A The corporation's logo features the silhouette of a Iar%e MOTOROIL  rad & e o
ﬁ{een sauropod dinosaur - Brontosaurus, based on the 7 R /
en-common misconception that oil deposits beneath L LY N
the earth came from the dead bodies of dinosaurs. NS s
A From 1934 until 1968, the Sinclair Oil Company SINCLAIR
used the Brontosaurus on their meter stamps, as [ rernsrvana
well as regular advertisements to advertise their \S@{mgﬂ; p
motor oil. I,
3>
Sinclair Dinosaur Exhibit e i Z%im
e L FOTCRDE ) o :
is the‘laréest rgmmnll:d animal in the 2 = /;EE\PS f‘: S‘R\ E\IVWW\M,“N:
e e ' ( PENNSYLVANIA : MOV =
|\ \MOTORON /.4?:'3 K{ 038
f ¥y ~ INSFAID 24
e \" S paueicn on |
R i.".i S ,\\-:Q\ l\..,a.. AR,

Attheendof 0 Chi cago Wor | d 6X34Fthe company startet 8 Fd@notional
campaignwith t he oDinod | ogo, i mplying their produc
competitor. As part of the campaign the c¢pmy
based on the then -common mis-conception that oil deposits beneath the earth came from the

dead bodies of dinosaurs. The meter marks were in use between 1934 and 1968,
until the company was taken over by Atlantic Richfield. @
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FIRST RECONSTRUCTION OF A PREHISTORIC ANIMAL ON
STAMPS O =

A 1951 - "Centenary of Geological Survey of India 0
d the first stamp showing prehistoric animals.

Stegodon tusk discovered by Dr. Darashaw Nosherwan Wadia. Image credit: "Fossil
Dr. Darashaw Nosherwan Wadia, India 1984 elephants from the Indian sub-continent and their tusks: a review", by Y. C. Rai.
Published in Journal of the Paleontological Society of India, vol. 49, 2004, pp. 169188.

GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY of INDIA

e N TE GODON  GANESAZ 1851 cENTENARY 1951
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PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
PHILADELPHIA,

FOR PROMOTING

USEFUL KNOWLEDGE.

VOLUME 1V.

B CH kL A Bk PO T A

PaiNnTEp AND sorp By THOMAS DOBSON, ar TS
STONE-HOUSE, NO 41, SOUTH SECOND STREET.

72799+

From the Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, vol. 4, 1799.

THE FISRT POSTAGE STAMPS RELATED TO

Ne. XXX.

A Memoir on the Difcovery of certain Bones of a Quadru-
ted of the Clawed Kind in the Weflern Parts of Virginia.
B;- Tuomas JEFFERSON, E‘q.

e March BN a letter of July 3d, I informed our late moft

19, 1757 worthy prefident that fome bones of a very

large animal of the clawed kind had been recently dif-

covered within this ftaté, and promifed a communica-
tion on the fubject as foon as we could recover what
were flill recoverable of them. It is well known that
the fubfiratum of the country beyond the Blue Ridge is

a limeftone, abounding with large caverns, the earthy

floors of which are highly impregnated with nitre ; and

that the inhabitants are in the habit of extral@ing the
nitre from them. In digging the floor of one of thefe
caves, belonging to Frederic Cromer in the county of

Greenbriar, the labourers at the depth of two or three

feet, came to fome bones, the fize and form of which
befpoke
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THE FIRST STAMP SET SHOWING
PREHISTORIC ANIMALS

A In 1958, Post Authority of People Republic of China issued the set of Py -...‘m' N
t hree sRaleomplagy of Chi nabo =

A Each stamp showing fossil and reconstruction of a prehistoric animal
from a different geological time:

A a Trilobite ( Kaolishania pustulosa) from the Paleozoic Era,
A a Dinosaur (Lufengosaurus) from the Mesozoic Era,

A a Giant Deer ( Sinomegaceros pachosteus) from the Cenozoic Era
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Beijing_Museum_of_Natural_History_1.jpg
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PREHISTORIC ANIN
POSTAGE STAMPS

iag: 3 oktober 1992
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UNUSUAL STAMPS: SHAPES AND MATERIALS

BY AIR MAIL
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UNUSURL STAMPS: VISUAL EFFECTS
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PHILATELIC COVERS WITH REAL FOSSILS

yMrfolgsspiralen der Evolution

'AMMONITEN

The paleoologlcnl fossils in
Vest of Ljaoning Province Chma i

A ¢ D)

I A .
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STAMPS AS WITNESSES TO THE EVOLUTION OF THE

A Prehistoric animals on postage
stamps often reproduce
reconstructions created by famous
paleoartists and represents the
scientific views at the time the works
were created.

|-s
smumvsomawys |10

A Later research might change the
scientific view of what the animal
looked like or how it lived.
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,2NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM IN AN ALBUM

Postage stamps not only document the development of Paleoart. Collection of stamps showing fossils and
reconstructions of prehistoric animals and plants according to recent scientific knowledge can be considered as
the aNatural History Museum in your Album 0

Myself in the Natural History Museum of " Petrified forestof C h e mn istanmw and FDC
Chemnitz (2024) . with the trunks, issuedin 2003 in Germany.

NATURDENKMALER IN DEUTSCHLAND

DEUTSCHLAND

{
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FIRST DAY COVERs

AThe first FDCs used regular envelopes ,while AModern FDC often use special design covers
the cachets often reproduced designs of the and might contain technical details and
stamps. background information on their reverse side or
in included sheets.

A Most of these FDC were privately produced,

rather than being designed by the Postal A Design of these covers is usually
Authorities. complementary to the images on the stamps.
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STAMP DESIGN PROCESS

A Some Postal Authority hire serious artists to design
their stamps, who work together with paleontologists
to create accurate reconstruction of prehistoric
animals and their living environment , then create
multiple scetches before submitting final versions of
their works .

JeanMarie Poissenot working on the design of the stamps "Europa 2024 Underwater Flora and Fauna" of
Luxembourg, 2024. This photo was also provided by Mr.  Poissenot.

@
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