CHARLES DARWIN IN PHILATELY

By Michael Kogan, author of https://www.paleophilatelie.eu - the
place where Paleontology and Paleoanthropology meets Philately




PART 1: WHO WAS
CHARLES DARWIN

Charles D a r w ilife hmugh commemorative stamps and
postmarks



WHO IS CHARLES DARWIN?

A Charles Darwin (February 12, 1809 - April 19, 1882) was an English naturalist whose scientific theory of evolution by
natural selection became the foundation of modern evolutionary studies.

A The eight-year-old Charles already had a taste for natural history and collecting when he joined the day school in 1817

A The stamp from Cuba (2009) shows Darwin at the ageof3land i n the background his pal
up.

A The three photos show Charles Darwin in 1816 (age of 7), 1854 (age of 45) and 1868 (age of 59). Darwin began
growing his beard in 1862.
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CHARLES D AR WI NFANILY - MOTHER

A SusannahDarwin, née Wedgwood (1765-1817)8Char |l esd mot her

A Josiah Wedgwood (1730-1795), who was the leader in the industrialisation of the manufacture of pottery was
Susannahos f at her

Stary of Wedgwood
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Rare image of Susannah Wedgwood family on the cover of stamp booklet of Great Britain 1980, Susannah (the Josiah Wedgwood on stamp of Great Britain 2009,
Wedgwood (1793). older child) is sitting on horseback and her brother Josiah (who convinced Charles's father dedicated to the British Industrial Revolution
Image credit Wikipedia to support his son going on the voyage of the HMS Beagle) is the next figure to the right.
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CHARLES DA RWI

A Robert Darwin (1766 -1848)-C h a r ffather &
medical doctor and investor.

A Erasmus Darwin (1731-1802)3Ch ar | e s 6

was an English physician. One of the key thinkers of

the Midlands Enlightenment, he was also a natural

philosopher, physiologist, slave -trade abolitionist,

inventor, freemason, and poet.

ASince 1780, Erasmus Dar wi
business partner.
A In 1796, to strengthen the business relationship,

Josiah'sdaughter Susannahmarried Erasmus's son

Robert.
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NEAMILY - FATHER
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Robert Darwin

Erasmus Darwin

Both images are from Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert Darwin https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erasmus_Darwin
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Darwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erasmus_Darwin

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION IN EDINBURGH

A In October 1825 Charles Darwin (in the age of 16) went to University of Edinburgh Medical School.

A In 1827 Darwin joined the Plinian Society - a student natural history group.

A In 1827 Darwin assisted anatomy Professor Robert Edmond Grant, who praised Lamarck's
evolutionary ideas.
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Above: Prehistoric giraffids (short neck): Giraffa
punjabiensis on stamp of Nepal 2013.

Professor Robert Edmond Grant, the
Image is from Wikipedia

JeanBaptiste Lamarck on postmark of France. Right: Modern giraffe (long neck): Giraffa
camelopardalis on stamp of Poland 1972.
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GENESIS

A Until the early 1800s all scientists in Europe believed in the Divine Creation of the Earth and its life.
A It was a common belief, that God created the world and all that was in it.

A One of the first extinction theories was proposed by Geoges Cuvier around 1812, known as Catastrophism today.
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Light, Sea and Firmament, Land and Plants, Celestial Bodies, Birds and Fish, Land Animals and Humans Georges Cuvier dthe Father of Paleontology
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EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION IN CAMBRIDGE

A'In 1828 Darwin went to Cambridge to study for a Bachelor of Arts degree as the first step
towards becoming an Anglican country parson.

A In Cambridge Darwin took geology courses of Professor Adam Sedgwick and often
accompanied him in his geological fieldwork.

A In 1831 a botany professor John Stevens Henslow, recommended that Charles Darwin join the
global voyage of the HMS Beagle.
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John StevensHenslow (1796-1861) Adam Sedgwick (1785 -1873)
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Both images are from Wikipedia

Both photos are from Wikimedia
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THE VOYAGE OF HMS BEAGLE (1831  -1836)

A The voyage of His Majesty Ship (HMS) Beagle started on December
27th, 1831, in Plymouth.
A Darwin shared a cabin with the captain Robert FitzRoy (1805-1865)

TIPS INDIA

CORREOS 2009 {ig}

Expedicion del HNS Beagle. 1832

1. Islas Cabo Verde

2. Fernando de Noronha 10. Nueva Zelandia
3. Brasil 11. Australia

4. Argentina 12. Tasmania

5. Uruguay 13. Isia de ios Cocos
6. Chile 14. Islas Mauricio

7. Peru 15. Ciudad del Cabo
8. Islas Galapagos 16. Isla Santa Helena
9. Tahiti 17, Islas Azares

_150 Aniv, Publicacidn “E! origen de las especies”

Vice-Admiral R. FitzRoy
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DURING THE VOYAGE DARWIN VISITED MANY EXOTIC
LOCATIONS

A On the island of Cape Verde, Darwin examined
rock formations containing marine shells lying
above basaltic lava flows .
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A In Chile Darwin experienced a powerful
earthquake
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A At the Cocos Islands, Darwin studied the origin
of coral reefs that formed unique islands called
atolls.
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VISIT THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS

Nicaragua

A His visit to the Galapagos Islands of Ecuador, in September -October o
1835, was one of the turning points for Charles Darwin. W Gvs
A His observations and collections of endemic species on these islands | Ed
contributed to the inception of Darwin's theory of evolution by
natural selection.
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UNIQUE FAUNA OF THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS

A Darwin speculated that the distribution of the
mockingbirds, finches and the tortoises might \
"undermine the stability of Species". " S
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CHARLES DARWIN 0 FOSSIL COLLECTOR

A During the voyage, Darwin collected
many specimens of exotic plants and
animals, as well as many fossils from
South America, such as:

A Megatherium, Glyptodon, Macrauchenia
and Toxodon

A These fossils were studied by Professor
of Anatomy of the British Museum in
London, Richard Owen.
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DOWN HOUSE

A In January 1839 Darwin married his cousin Emma
Wedgwood .

A In September 1842 Darwin with his family moved to
Down (later spelled Downe) House in Kent (near
London).

A Here he wrote the & Or i g i
of Specieso , Descent of
Ma n 0 rmmamydother
books
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TRANSMUTATION THEORY OF DARWIN

AThe O0Evolutionary Treeo6 from the
notebook was denicted on the cachet of
FDC of Ireland 20009.

A It was one of the first notes that Charles
Darwin wrote about his theory of
evolution .
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