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50In the years after World War II, the naval 
command, in corporation with the Geodetic 
Institute, carried out a survey of the seas 
between Greenland and Canada, by means 
of the newly developed Decca system. 
Consequently, a central station and three 
transmitters with an interval of 125 kilometers 
were placed in Greenland. Every year, the 
station would move 125 kilometers further 
north up the coast. Conscripts of the navy plus 
other expertise were placed on these stations. 
Usually, five men on each location. Twenty 
men born during 1951 were chosen to spend 
the summer in the area between Egedesminde 
(Assiat) and Holsteinsborg (Sissimiut). And 
what an experience it was for us of that party.      
My station was situated in the sea west of the 
trading station Agto on a little uninhabited 
desert island called Rifkol, about 8-10 nautical 
miles off shore. We called it Skeleton Island, 
because we discovered bones and skulls of 
human beings there.
On this little island we discovered the nature of 
Greenland with all its good or bad qualities – 
for better or for worse.  It is a ‘nature’; however 
that still brings tears to ones eyes, sensing the 
endless longing of a Greenlandic traveller from 
the south. The writer of this article has since 
then travelled through most of the worlds 
continents, but no other country has been as 
fascinating as a revisit to Greenland. I have still 
not been there, and it is as if I do not dare to do 
so for fear of being disappointed.    
To me, the Greenlandic nature is outstanding 
with its fresh air and low humidity. Of course 
we lived rough on the island. In the beginning 
we got our water from melted snow, later from 
a little pond, in which there were little bugs. 
They were strained off before we used the water. 
On certain days we would walk around in the 
summer heat of 17- 18 degrees and literally 
sweat.   

We mainly lived of tinned food, which we 
brought from Denmark, but we soon worked 
out how to shoot birds and catch fish. At 
that time mostly cod. During the summer we 
caught 1500 kilo cod totally, which we sold to 
Grønlands Handel for 15 øre per kilo. That was 
not a lot of money, but we could buy a bottle 
of schnapps for only 3 kroner on the ships of 
the navy.
 The midnight sun was an experience, where we 
could sleep whenever we wanted. Greenlandic 
families from Agto would visit us a lot. I 
especially remember the Væver family. I wonder 
if they still exist? Later, when we got back to 
Denmark, I received a thank you letter from 
the head of this family, who thanked for all 
the things we had contributed with. Their 
gratefulness enriched us with a lot of adventures 
at the trading station, where almost every home 
was visited that summer.
Poor did the Greenlandic people seem to be, 
but endowed with a great hospitality. Motor 
boats would often come from far away to get 
their motors repaired by our engineer. Yes, it 
rumoured that we were here and could help 
people in trouble.
My stay in Greenland sowed the seed of a 
wanderlust, but Greenland will always stand out 
as the greatest and perhaps also as the first being 
a longer stay. 
When I started collecting stamps, it was only 
natural that Greenland became a part of my 
Denmark-collection. Large parts of my family 
have stayed in Greenland for shorter or longer 
periods of time. So, an uncle of mine has been 
head of magnetic observatory in Godhavn. Two 
of his children were born there, and one of 
them used to be a doctor in Egedsminde.

Tell YOUR story!
Do you have memories and 
experiences with Greenland that you 
want to share with our readers, or 
would you like to share your interest 
for philately, now is the chance. Send 
your story to: POST Greenland, 
Filatelia, Postbox 121, 3913 Tasiilaq
Stories, which are published in 
the magazine, are rewarded with a 
philatelic surprise.

By: Viggo Jensen, Kalundborg

A reader is recounting….

A memory of fifty years ago about Greenland

Viggo Jensen is retired 
agricultural adviser from the 
northern Jutland in Denmark. 
He got his first experiences with 
Greenland as liable for military 
service, but his connections with 
the country are still very close. 
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The vote for the 2007 Greenlandic stamp of the year has just been completed 
and not only is the most beautiful stamp a winner. So, too, is Bent Eriksen from 
Copenhagen, who not only won the title but also DKK 10,000 DKK in cash.
By casting a vote for the 2007 stamp of the year, you also automatically took part in 
a contest for the grand prize of DKK 10,000 and this contest just made Bent Eriksen 
a richer man.
The lots were drawn by Ole Bondesen, newly appointed superintendent of the 
Prinsess Margrethe’s children’s home in Tasiilaq, which celebrated its 50th anniversary 
in the Autumn of 2007. He had lots of voting papers from which to choose as 
participation this year was very high.  
POST Greenland, Filatelia, is happy to be able to present Bent Eriksen with a 
cheque for the amount and congratulates him on his success. We would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated in the vote for their great 
interest. We hope that 2008 will also bring the many philatelists world-wide nice and 
beautiful experiences via our Greenlandic stamps.

50
The happy winner, Bent Eriksen from Copenhagen, with the cheque for 

10.000 danish Kroner.

By: Tina Vestergaard

  
Greenlandic  
Stamp of the year 2007

It was a close run to the very end, when the most beautiful 
stamp of the year 2007 was to be chosen, between the sledge 
dog team by Jens Rosing in the first part of the art series 
and the Crown Prince family. No one could, however, quite 
race Jens Rosing’s rushing sledge dogs, who won right on the 
finishing line with 26 votes. Jens Rosing can be proud of his 
creation; his beautiful artistic work is at everybody’s taste and 
thus decorates the Greenlandic Stamp of the Year 2007.

You can still purchase all of these beautiful stamps from 2007 
with POST Greenland, Filatelia. You can for instance buy them 
inserted in a nicely illustrated cover – in the Year Pack 2007.  
Item No. 01304007. Price DKK 276.00.

Result of the vote
Place G-Nr. %
1 384 34,3
2 383 32,0
3 391 8,6
4 390 5,9
5 392 4,0
6 377 3,7
7 378 1,7
8 379 1,4
8 381 1,4
9 394 1,2
10 387 1,0
10 374 1,0
11 385 0,8
12 386 0,7
13 380 0,6
13 395 0,6
14 388 0,3
14 389 0,3
15 382 0,3

20 winnerS of the year pack 2007 - the 
conSolation price in the conteSt
Elef Christensen, Canada, Timo Luostarinen, Fin-
land,Johannes Kattrup, Denmark, Ernst Rudel, 
Germany, Pagnoux, France, Ingo Nielsen, Denmark, 
Jan Halldén, Sweden, Peter Freyer, Germany, Jan-Åke 
Peterson, Sweden, John Kristensen, Denmark, Svend 
Poulsen, Denmark, Kim Trans, Denmark, Palle Schir-
ling, Denmark, Walter Huber, Germany, Peter Herlev, 
Denmark, Roman Bykovensky, Germany, Franscesco 
Graziano, Italy, Ane Katrine Jensen, Greenland, C. 
Van Hest, The Netherlands, Helge Ryborg, Denmark

POST Greenland thank you all for your great 
interest.
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Winner  
       of DKK 10,000 choseN

Customer Service Manager, Line 

Brændstrup, receives the name of the 

chosen winner by "the god of fortune", 

Ole Bondesen, superintendent of the 

children's home  in Tasiilaq.
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Another fairytale wedding will be 

taking place in Hans Christian 

Andersen’s land, when Marie 

Cavallier is saying her yes to His 

Royal Highness Prince Joachim on 

24th May in Møgeltønder.

By: Tina Vestergaard
Photo: Steen Brogaard

 Royal 
  wedding

Royal weddings are one of the very favourite 
events amongst the Greenlandic people. 
There is great respect for and devotion 
to the Danish royal family in Greenland. 
We simply love our own royal family and 
fortunately it is now the occation of another 
festive event. We can now look forward to 
yet another royal wedding, when Prince 
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Joachim is going to seal his love to French 
Marie Cavallier with the holy matrimony. 
On that occasion, POST Greenland is proud 
to honour the royal family presenting a very 
special stamp. 
Joachim and Marie have made a couple since 
2005 and finally engaged 3. October 2007. 
Marie says in an interview with the Danish 
magazine “Se&Hør” that she most certainly 
would like to have a child so who knows? The 
two little Princes, Nikolaj and Felix, might 
have a new brother or sister to look forward to.     
Beautiful Marie Cavallier has never made a 
secret of her fondness of the 6 years older 
Prince Joachim and has on several occasions 
praised his open mind and good looks! That 
happened most recently at the press conference 
linked to the engagement, where the Princess 
to be expressed her excitement about becoming 
a Danish Princess, but foremost to be Joachim’s 
wife. Likewise it was impossible for the prince 
to cover up how in love he is.
“I realized that there was no going back, that 
this was the right person – the right to become 
a loving wife”, said Prince Joachim and then he 
made the entire press melt by giving beaming 
Marie a big kiss.

The wedding is set to 24th May 2008 
in Møgeltønder church, not far from 
Schackenborg Castle, which will be the new 
home for the newly wed after the wedding. 
Untill then, Marie Cavallier will stay in 
Genève, where she works in the investment 
company, RE Invest.
Even if Marie Cavallier wishes to be ‘just’ the 
wife of Price Joachim, she still has to leave 
her civil position behinde. From the wedding 
date, she will be entitled Her Royal Highness 
Princesses Marie of Denmark. Not only does 
she give up her name, but also her French 
citizenship in order to become a Danish 
princess. On top of that, she must convert 
to the Danish National Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and learn to speak Danish. In spite 
of all these changes, Marie does not loose the 
connections to her French roots, as also the 
Prince Consort Henrik, the husband of Queen 
Margrethe II., is French. And it so happens, 
that Prince Henrik and the father of Marie 
come from the same region in Southern France.       
Getting married in quiet South Jutland, 
Joachim comes through with the message that 
he whish to celebrate his happiness under 
private circumstances. The entire kingdom will 

still be able to follow the wedding, though, and 
enjoy the ‘usual’ media covering from the living 
rooms 24th May when Joachim gets his Marie.

01100406

Royal Wedding – Joachim & Marie

Value: DKK 10,25

Date of issue: 24. May 2008

40 stamps per sheet

Size: G-vertical

Outside meassurements:  28,84x39,52 mm

Printing method: Offset

Paper: Sopal, white paper

Typography: Dorit Olsen

Photo: Steen Brogaard

 Royal 
  wedding

24052008 B
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POST Greenland is, according to traditional practice, issuing an additional value stamp and the additional income is this 

year supporting the work to combat Tuberculosis in Greenland. It is of absolute importance to highlight this cause even 

though the history of the disease reaches far back in Greenland. The prevalence of tuberculosis cases has raised so much over 

the last years that a national strategy has been created to put new focus on the fight against the disease in the years to come. 

The stamp is being published in traditional whole sheets and in an illustrative souvenir sheet (incl. 4x the stamp).        

hiStory

The disease Tuberculosis has been known in Greenland 
for hundreds of years. It is not known for certain when 
the first case was found, but it is believed that the 
disease gained ground in Greenland at the time of the 
Whalers between 1500 – 1700. 

The ship misigssût, a ship proceeding X-rays, carried out 
an important mission in the 1950’ies following years of 
visiting all the towns and settlements along the coast. 
Radiography of lungs and collecting expectorate for 
examination for Tuberculosis was the main task. The 

The fight against 
Tuberculosis in 
Greenland
By Doctor in Chief Jens Otto Veje, Costal Manage-
ment, Queen Ingrids Hospital, Nuuk

"10 doctrines about tuberculosis". Poster from 

the National Board of Health, drawn by painter 

Harald Moltke, which was used in an anti-TB-

campaign in Greenland during the 1930's.
6
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ship was known everywhere on the coastline and 
its appearance every year over a number of years 
was a positive signal to the population that now 
was the chance for examination – and help.       
Tuberculosis was an affliction to the Greenlandic 
people right up until the beginning of the 1960’ies. 
2.000 new cases per 100.000 inhabitants were 
instrumental in making Tuberculosis the most 
frequent cause of death at that time in Greenland. 
The chances in Greenland of vaccination, tracing 
the infected, treatment and isolation of the patients 
were only improved in the late 1950’ies. With 
the introduction of the BCG vaccination for the 
0 – 15 year olds, the building of Queen Ingrid’s 
Hospital (SANA) in Nuuk, new cures and the 
procurement of the X-ray ship Misigssût, one 
managed to bring down the prevalence and the 
large number of death caused by the Tuberculosis 
infection.        

Since 1990 there has been an increasing amount 
of causes of Tuberculosis that have not reduced 
despite great efforts. 

national StrateGy for fiGhtinG tuberculoSiS 
in Greenland 2007 – 2012
It is a fact that a health service is incapable of 
exterminating a disease like Tuberculosis on its 
own. Both the individual and society as a whole 
carry a responsibility of limiting the spread of 
the infection.
The principle elements of the required 
procedures for the national strategy are of 
informing the population about the disease, 
making an annual screening for Tuberculosis 
among schoolchildren in the beginning and 
end of every school year, creating a post as a 
Tuberculosis nurse in South Greenland, plus 
X-raying the lungs of the entire population 
in South Greenland every second year. South 
Greenland is the area, where Tuberculosis 
has appeared to have the largest prevalence 
during these years. We have good treatment 
and a reliable medical supply, but one of the 

Kalaallit Nunaanni tuberkulosep akiornera
Tuberkulose-bekæmpelse i Grønland DKK 25,00

01106393

Souvenir sheet, Additional value

Value: DKK 25.00

Date of issue: 24th May

01100393

Additional value, Against Tuberculosis

Value: DKK 5.75 + 0.50

Date of issue: 24th May 2008 

50 stamps per sheet

Size: B-Horizontal

Outside meassurements: 30.08 x 23.60 mm

Printing Methode: Offset

Paper: TR-Offset

Typography: Dorit Olsen

Artist: Miki Jacobsen

24052008

difficulties exists in tracing the infected and those who are 
sick already.        

miSiGSSût will patrol aGain!
In order to provide radiography in all towns and districts in 
South Greenland, it is necessary for Misisgssût to return. The 
population remembers the ship Misigssût, which no longer 
exists. It should be replaced by another ship and equipped 
like Misigssût. The task that this ship will carry out will have 
important significance in determining our chances of finding 
the people infected with Tuberculosis and so be successful in 
breaking the chain of infection.  
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PosT Greenland goes 
to Prague and Vienna
by Allan Pertti Frandsen

For Greenland, the philatelic season 2008 – 2009 begins when the great fairs and exhibitions in Prague and Vienna are 

being held in September. We will be represented both at the collector’s fair Sberatel (Collector) in Prague, which will be 

held at the same time as the world stamp exhibition PRAGA 2008, and at the great international stamp fair WIPA 08 

in Vienna.

praGue 12th – 14th September

POST Greenland will be represented with 
a stand on the elleventh Sberatel (Collector). 
The fair is being held 12th – 14th September 
in ”Vystaviste – Fairground Prague”. The fair 
is a yearly event held by Czech Post, Union 
of Czech Philatelists and Czech Numismatic 
Society. Sberatel is mostly about stamps and coins, but also 
postcards, telephone cards and minerals. Each year more than 
200 postal services, coin- and stamp dealers from more than 30 
countries participate. During the three days of the exhibition, 
about 12,000 visitors are expected at Sberatel. At the simultaneous 
world exhibition PRAGA 2008, more than 30,000 visitors are 
expected, many of whom will also have visited Sberatel.
For further information about both the collector’s fair Sberatel and 
the world exhibition PRAGA 2008, see http://www.sberatel.info.

Vienna 18th – 21St  
September

At WIPA 08, 18th – 21st September, POST 
Greenland will be represented at the joint 
Nordic stand entitled ”Top of the World”. 
The exhibition is being held in”Austria Center 
Vienna” in the heart of Vienna.
WIPA always equals philatelis succes. In the year 2000, more than 60,000 
people came to visit the exhibition! Back then, 600 exhibitors of both postal 
services, dealers and clubs from all over the World were present. At WIPA 08, 
famous rarities will once again attract thousands of collectors from all over 
the World, where postal services, dealers and clubs will be ready with a wide 
range of exiting stamps and great offers, among other POST Greenland at the 
joint Nordic stand.
We are very much looking forward to meet our many European collectors 
at both fairs. We will bring all the stamps and philatelic products from the 
issues of 31st January and the 24th May at our current sales list; see the 
enclosed order form. Furthermore, we bring a wide variety of the other 
stamps and philatelic products, for instance our popular year packs from 
2004 to 2007. For further information on WIPA 08, see www.wipa08.com.

Welcome at Sberatel / PRAGA 2008 and WIPA 08!
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Greenlandic fossils  
on stamps 

David Harper is Professor in Palaeontology at Copenhagen University. That makes 
him Curator for the Palaeontological collection, including The Type Collection at the 
Geodetical Museum in Copenhagen, part of the State Natural History Museum. 
His investigation fields are aimed at fossils and ecological systems in the lower 
Palaeozoic in Greenland, Great Britain and China. David Harper is also Chairman 
of a number of commissions and unions.

The geology of Greenland has a remarkable 
large number of rock structures that stretches 
over almost four billion years of history of the 
Earth. In fact, sedimentary deposits from Isua 
in West Greenland reveal the earliest proof of 
known life, in the shape of micro-organisms, 
existing 3,8 billion years ago. Life developed 
later in species and numbers and left its marks 
on geological history. Rocks and fossils in 
Greenland have given us an insight into the 
development of animals and plants throughout 
the history of the Earth. The first series of 
stamps on this subject illustrates important 
events in life on Earth by showing unique 
fossils from Greenland. In the geological Age, 

Cambrium, a riot of different species arose, 
which later lead to the inhabitation of the 
earth and the sky by toads and pterodactyls 
respectively. 
             
Halkrieria evangelista is an astonishing animal. 
It looks like a worm with two shells, one at 
each end of its body. It was first found in 
Cambric rocks on Bornholm; only a few shells 
were found which, for the most part made it 
look like a sea shell. The fossil from the Pass 
of Sirius in North Greenland was collected by 
The Geological Institute of Greenland in 1980. 
The find was complete with two shells and it 
showed that it belonged to the mollusc but 

it did not look at all like something we know 
of today. The fauna of Sirius contains many 
strange and undiscovered animals and that 
testifies to a world-wide development of new 
kinds of life, e.g. during the Cambric Explosion 
250 billion years ago, when a high amount of 
new complex organisms developed very fast.   

Ichthyostega stensioei is one of the first 
amphibians. In the geological age, Devon, 
the land was already green and contained 
different species of spiders, insects and 
molluscs. At the end of Devon about 360 
millions ago, the vertebrates followed. The 
first specimen of Ichthyostega was collected 

By David Harper, Professor & Mona Elmgaard, Conservator
Photo: Erwin Reinthaler

24052008 A

A new series of a total of six stamps with greenlandic fossils is now brought to light. The illustrations 

and the engravings are made by the Norwegian Martin Mörck. The first three stamps of the series are 

issued on 24th May, and the remaining three in 2009.
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by Swedish expeditions in East Greenland 
in the 1920’ies and 1930’ies. At first it was 
taken for a terrestrial toad, but later it came 
to show that it lived in water; however, 
sometimes it would pull itself ashore, where 
it most likely fed on insects.

Eudimorphodon cromptonellus is a small 
pterodactyl that was one of the first 
vertebrate to develop the ability of flying. 
The specimen was found by the Carlsberg 
Fjord in East Greenland in the 1990’ies 

by an expedition from Harvard University. 
Eudimorphodon existed in Greenland at 
the same time as the first dinosaurs (such 
as Plateosaurus), toads, fish and mammals. 
The sky was crowded with flying insects 
and hovering lizards but proper pterodactyls 
were the first to develop flying at own force 
in Sen Trias, 220 billion years ago.

The mentioned fossils are to be found at the 
Geological Museum in Copenhagen. 

01100405
Fossils in Greenland I/3 – Eudimorphodon 
Cromptonellus
Value: DKK 25.00
Date of Issue: 24.5.2008
40 stamps per sheet
Size: G-horizontal
Paper: TR4
Printing method: Combination
Artist and engraver: Martin Mörck 

01100403
Fossils in Greenland I/1 – Halkieria Evangelista
Value: DKK 1.00
Date of Issue: 24.5.2008
40 stamps per sheets
Size: B-horizontal
Paper: TR4
Printing method: Combination
Artist and engraver: Martin Mörck

01100404
Fossils in Greenland I/2 – Ichthyostega Stensioei
Value: DKK 20.50
Date of Issue: 24.5.2008
40 stamps per sheet
Size: G-horizontal
Paper: TR4
Printing method: Combination
Artist and engraver: Martin Mörck
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All three stamps have the outside meassurements 39.52 x 28.84 mm

first Day 
Products
The motive of the special envelope as well as of the 
special first day cachet is "Ichthyostega stensioei", 
which is aldo the motive of the second stamps in 
the series, value DKK 20.50.
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After having been represented at Forum in 
Frederiksberg, Copenhagen, for a number 
of years, the fair Stampforum now moves to 
the provinces. We are thus looking forward 
to opening the doors of Stampforum in the 
Faircentre in Fredericia, ”Dronning Margrethe 
Hallen”, on Friday the 7th November – Sunday 
the 9th November.

Stamp dealerS, clubS and poStal SerViceS

Stamp dealers from Denmark and Northern 
Europe will also be represented. The 
possibilities of purchasing old issues and closing 
any wholes in your collection are great.
Together with Fredericia Stamp Club and Vejle 
Stamp Club, a “stamp buffet” is arranged, 
as well as tombola and many other exiting 
philatelic activities. The Danish Children’s 
stamp club will also be participating.
Finally, the postal services of Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, the Aaland Isles and Iceland will be 

represented. In other words, all eight Nordic 
countries will be there when the doors are 
opened in Fredericia in November. The chance 
of completing all of your Nordic collections in 
one place will never be greater.

Greenlandic artiStS

At our Greenlandic stand, you will as it is 
tradition be able to participate in the toss 
for a beautiful, original piece of Greenlandic 
handcrafted art. This year’s main prize will 
be presented in the next issue of Greenland 
Collector, No. 3, September 2008. 
Furthermore, we bring the year packs from 
2004 – 2008, as well as all the new stamps 
and philatelic products from our current 
sales list, which is enclosed the next issue of 
the magazine. Last, but not least, you are 
able to meet several of our skilled and exiting 
Greenlandic artists, who are the creators of 
our stamp motives. Our artists are as always 

happy to sign their philatelic works; stamps, 
first day covers etc.

win a trip to Greenland for two perSonS

At the end of the fair Stampforum ’08 
there will be a toss for a trip to Greenland 
for two persons. Last year, Poul Dalsfeldt 
from Denmark won the trip, and he had an 
unforgettable trip to Ilulissat (Jakobshavn) in 
the Disko Bay. The value of his trip was DKK 
30,000. In November, you have the chance of 
winning the new Greenland-trip. All you have 
to do is buy a ticket to Stampforum’08.
In the next issue of Greenland, No. 3, 
September 2008, you can read more about 
what to experience at Stampforum ’08 in 
Fredericia.

The website of the fair www.frimforum.dk will 
keep you posted.

stampforum 7th – 9th 
November – in fredericia
 Win a trip for two persons to Greenland
by Allan Pertti Frandsen

POST Greenland is along with Postverk Føroya and Post Danmark once again co-organizer of the largest Nordic 

stamp fair, Stampforum. This year, the successful cooperation between the three postal services in the Danish 

commonwealth will result in a very attractive stamp fair with old and new stamps from the three countries, skilled 

stamp artists, exhibitors and competitions. Furthermore, you have the chance of winning a trip for two to Greenland.
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An Arctic adventure
The TV-doctor in Greenland

Few areas in the world have been the setting 
of as many true adventures as Greenland. 
Few places have had such a drawing effect 
on explorers, who have had the urge to visit 
the most unspoilt and waste corners of the 
Earth. One of the greatest and most significant 
expeditions in Greenland took place between 
1906-1908, when Ludvig Mylius-Erichsen 
with his Denmark-expedition set forth to map 
the coast line of the North-eastern part of 
Greenland. It was literally then that the last 
lines were drawn of the map of Greenland. 
One hundred years later, another expedition set 
out to follow the footsteps of Mylius-Erichsen, 
to tell his story, when Danmarks Radio (DR), 
the national broadcasting station of Denmark, 
sent out a number of travellers on a  journey, 
which resulted in several TV documentaries 

and a book about the fabulous Greenlandic 
adventure.
When Mylius-Erichsen set out in 1906 to map 
the last part of the Greenlandic coast line, 
he had no idea what awaited him. With his 
ship “Danmark”, and a crew of 28 men with 
everything from scientists to sledge drivers, 
he set forth. A suitable harbour was found at 
76,64o n.br., and the men went ashore. The 
delegated sledge teams were heavily dependent 
on the vagaries of nature; it is for instance 
almost impossible to drive sledges on land in 
East Greenland because of the tremendously 
high mountains and the deep ravines. The 
travellers were, therefore, dependent on the 
ice on the sea. After having covered coast line 
distances much longer than expected and felt 
the desperation and exhaustion that comes 

with meeting the tough Greenlandic nature, 
the expedition nevertheless managed to leave 
behind a detailed map of this waste area. A 
really significant discovery, which took the life 
of three men but from which descendants have 
benefited ever since.
When the team from DR’s Denmark-
expedition one hundred years later set out, 
they had of course very different possibilities 
and conditions. They did not need to find a 
suitable harbour, but met instead the great 
challenge of how to transport dogs, sledges and 
drivers by plane from Qaanaaq in the West 
over the ice to Northeast Greenland. And last 
– but not least – they already had a map of 
the area. Their experience of Greenland was, 
however, no less adventurous than a hundred 
years earlier …

By Line Brændstrup • Photos: Erwin Reinthaler
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At POST Greenland, Filatelia you can still purchase 
the two new t-shirts, which went on sale on 8th 
November 2007; with Jens Rosing’s sledge dog team 
and Amnesty Children’s Convention. The beautiful 
t-shirts are of high quality and are available in  sizes 
12 years – XXL at the price of only DKK 89.00 
each. See the item numbers in POST Greenland’s 
order form.

An Arctic adventure
The TV-doctor in Greenland

”Greenland is the land of contrasts. Amazing and dangerous. Inspiring and chilling. 
Grand and humbling. Even though you cannot compare our expedition with the ones 
in the old days, I still got an impression of the violent forces that this country is placed 
under. Nature can one moment be the most ‘giving’ you have ever experienced and then, 
it turns into a monster, which can in only seconds take everything away from you – even 
your life. Naturally, I did not think about this all the time. When you are spending 
52 days in Northeast Greenland, even extremes become every day life. Along with my 
partner, I soon learned the routines: wake up, breakfast, pack up, prepare sledges, ski to 
the next camp, supper, sleep. In Greenland something happened inside me. In spite of 
the fact that I never felt truly rested, I was always filled with enthusiasm, satisfaction and 
happiness.” 

(Anders Agerbo, Det Grønlandske Eventyr, p. 63-64, Copyright DR 2006 – our translation)

”In the Greenlandic mountains you are face to face with eternity and it feels like time has 
gone still. It is quiet, so quiet, and it is hard to grasp that the violent forces of the Earth 
are constantly moving and over a very long time playing a drama where mountains are 
built up and torn down.” 

(Henrik Højmark Thomsen, Det Grønlandske Eventyr, p. 42,  
Copyright DR 2006 – our translation)

“Greenlandic nature has done the mind good. The overwhelming landscapes provide 
peace and quiet for an inner journey” 

(Peter Qvortrup Geisling, Det Grønlandske Eventyr, p. 129, Copyright DR 2006 – our 
translation). 

Read more about expeditions in Greenland in the next issue of Greenland Collector, where the 
sixth part of POST Greenland’ expeditions series is presented.

PosT Greenland 
T-shirts

The modern explorers are, in spite of the more 
comfortable conditions, also presented with 
a world, where you are constantly moving on 
the boundaries of what is humanly possible. If 
the daily routines are not strictly followed, the 
danger of making fatal errors is simply too big. 
But the grand Greenlandic nature is worth it 
all. The great old mountains silently live their 
own lives, in no way aware that hundreds of 
years are passing. 

In Greenlandic nature, man has to feel 
small and insignificant. The explorers of this 
expedition could thus return home after eight 
weeks with a great experience. An experience, 
which is food for almost devout thought.

In a hundred years the mountains and the ice 
will still be here as the setting of new Arctic 
adventures.
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News from PosT Greenland

exhibition cancellation
Up until the end of September 2008, POST Greenland will 
participate in the following stamp exhibitions:
• ”18. Internationale Briefmarken-Messe”, Essen, 8th – 10th May
•  ”Sberatel 2008”, Prague, 12th – 14th September
• WIPA ’08, Vienna, 18th – 21st September

A special Greenlandic cachet will be produced for these exhibitions. 
Envelopes to be cancelled with this cancellation must be received 
by POST Greenland, Filatelia, no later that the day before the 
opening day of the exhibition.

POST Greenland will also be represented at:
• ”Holmex 08” in Stockholm/Hägersten, 6th – 7th September

NOTE: No special Greenlandic cachets will be produced for this 
exhibition in Sweden.

Lucky subscriber  
wins real east 
Greenlandic drum
In the latest edition of Greenland Collector, POST Greenland, Filatelia, 
offered new subscribers to the Year Pack from POST Greenland the 
opportunity to win a real East Greenlandic drum. We drew lots and the 
lucky winner was Kai Anker Holst from Denmark.
All readers, who filled out the form on page 12 in the latest issue of the 
magazine – and thus started a subscription for our year packs – were 
automatically part of this contest. Congratulations to Kai Anker Holst.
We would also like to thank all the new subscribers for their great 
interest, and hope that you will enjoy the Greenlandic stories told by our 
stamps.

Wien

18.-21.9.2008
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Next Greenland collector…
•  Science, Part  IV

•  A. E. Nordenskjöld's expeditions in Greenland

•  Christmas in Greenland 2008

•  Quantities sold from the final sale in March

• Introduction of Stampforum '08

•  And much more…

sold out stamp
The stamp G312, value DKK 1.00, was sold 
out on 14th April. The special stamp with the 
motive of the Greenlandic icebucket was issued 
on 16.06.2008. Number of stamps sold will be 
reported in the next Greenland Collector.



 

Worth knoWing…
Please send your orders / amendments to:
POST Greenland, Filatelia
P. O. Box 121, 3913 Tasiilaq, GREENLAND
Phone: (0045) 70 26 05 50 and (00299) 98 11 55
Fax: (00299) 98 14 32
Email: stamps@tele.gl

Any change in name, address and/or subscription 
must be received by POST Greenland, Filatelia, no 
later than 5 weeks prior to an issue.

NOTE 
Please do not write your order on a giro transfer 
form as these are processed electronically.

How to pay
On payment – please make sure you always state 
your name and your customer number. Your 
payments can be made by giro to one of the 
accounts mentioned below, by credit card, by 
international reply coupons or by cash in Danish 
Kroner, Euro or US Dollars only. It is no longer pos-
sible to pay by cheque.

GIRO BANK TRANSFER

Denmark: BG BANK, Girostrøget 1, 0800 Høje 
Taastrup. Account No.: 9541 - 940 4120.
IBAN: DK98 30000009404120,  
BIC (SWIFT code): DABADKKK

Sweden: Postgirot Bank AB (publ), Vasagatan 7, 
105 06 Stockholm. Account No.: 41 45-9.
IBAN: SE9795000099602600041459,  
BIC (SWIFT code): NDEASESS

Norway: Postbanken, Kunderegister Bedrift, 0021 
Oslo. Account No. 7878.06.55312
IBAN: NO44 78780655312,  
BIC (SWIFT code): DNBANOKK

Finland: SAMPO BANK, UNIONINKATU 22, 00075, 
SAMPO. Account No.: 800016-70617928.
IBAN: Fi2580001670617928, BIC (SWIFT code): 
PSPBFiHH

The Netherlands: Postbank N.V. Account No.: 
3487172.
IBAN: NL92 PSTB 0003 4871 72, BIC (SWIFT code): 
PSTBNL21

Schwitzerland: Postscheckamt, Office de cheques 
postaux, Ufficio dei conti correnti postali, 4040 
Basel.
Account No.: 40-6773-5.
IBAN: CH37 0900 0000 4000 6773 5,  
BIC (SWIFT code): POFiCHBE

Germany: Postbank, Niederlassung Hamburg, 
Überseering 26, 22297 Hamburg. Account No.: 
541414200 BLZ 200 100 20.
IBAN: DE03 2001 0020 0541 414200,  
BIC (SWIFT code): PBNKDEFF

United Kingdom: Alliance & Leicester Commercial 
Bank plc., Bridle Road, Bootle, Merseyside, 
Liverpool GIR  0AA. Account No.: 358 7118.
IBAN: GB69GIRB72000003587118

Luxembourg: Postes et Telecommunications, 
Division des Postes, Service des Cheques Postaux, 
Secretariat, 38 Place de la Gare, 1090 Luxembourg. 
Account No.: 26606-28.
IBAN: LU18 1111 0266 0628 0000,  
BIC (SWIFT code): CCPLLULL

France: La Poste, Centre Régional des Services 
Financiers, de la Poste en ile-de-France, 16 rue des 
Favorites, 75900 Paris. Account No.: 250.01 F020.
IBAN: FR51 3004 1000 0100 2500 1 F02 022,  
BIC (SWIFT code): PSSTFRPPPAR

Credit cards:
Eurocard/MasterCard, JCB, VISA, Dankort. We 
kindly ask you to use the order form!
If you are enrolled in our service with automa-
tically payment with credit card, please keep us 
informed when the date of the card changes, e.g. 
with a new expiration date.

Cash:
Danish Kroner (DKK), Euro (EUR) or US Dollars 
(USD) only – to be sent by registered mail.

Postal order IRC (IBRS):
International reply coupons: Value DKK 8.00 each.

One-year deadline for complaints
Any complaint concerning stamps or philatelic 
items purchased from POST Greenland must reach 
POST Greenland, Filatelia, no later than one year 

from the last day of the month in which the items 
were despatched. The date of the postmark, or 
possibly the invoice, indicates the date of despatch.

Fees for registered letters and parcels despatched 
from Greenland
The fee for registered letters within Greenland 
or to Europe (including Denmark and the Faroes) 
is DKK 52.00. E.g.: Postage for a registered letter 
stamped with DKK 7.50 (max. 20 g) comes to a 
total of DKK 59.50. For surcharge of mail to over-
seas countries, see: www.post.gl.

Net payment within 30 days
Payment of our invoices is to be made within 30 
days from the date of the invoice.
Please, note that the registration of your payments 
will take approximately two weeks or more. 
Therefore, you may receive an invoice with a 
balance, which does not include your recent 
payments.

Exchange of stamps
POST Greenland, Filatelia, exchanges only old 
stamps (stamps no longer on our sales list) into 
new stamps (stamps on our sales list) at the custo-
mer’s choice. No more than 3 exchanges free of 
charge at maximum DKK 100.00 each, per custo-
mer per year. When exceeding a total of 3 x DKK 
100.00, POST Greenland, Filatelia, will charge a fee 
of 45% of the nominal value. The fee of 45% must 
always be paid in cash and is not payable by other 
stamps. The maximum annual value of stamps 
for exchange per customer must not exceed DKK 
50,000 in nominal value

For further information, please contact POST 
Greenland, Filatelia.

All information on prices, fees etc. is subject to 
printer’s errors.

We are the people you 
reach, whenever you write, 

fax, email, or telephone 
PosT Greenland, 

filatelia.  
We look forward to offering 

our continued assistance 
with your  

philatelic enquiries.
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27th March 2008 was the issue date of the third and last 
part of the series ”Norden Mythology”, in which 8 Nordic 
countries together presented a chapter of their Nordic 
cultural heritage. You now have the chance of completing 
your collection at a very special price. POST Greenland, 
Filatelia, is offering the first two souvenir folders of the 
series at the price of DKK 99.00 each or both at the price 
of DKK 170.00.

special offer on  

   Norden Mythology

Norden Mythology I
Item No. 01303036 DKK 99.00

Norden Mythology II
Item No. 01303037 DKK 99.00 

Norden Mythology I + II
Item No. 01303038 DKK 170.00

Norden Mythology III
Item No. 01303035 DKK 120.00

Greenlandic stamps have obtained another distinguished praise 
from abroad. This was at the election of “World greatest Stamp 
2006”, which was made public at the beginning of April.
The acknowledged Austrian philatelic magazine ”Die 
Briefmarke” each year arranges this election. Among the 
judges are representatives from the Austrian postal service, the 
Austrian Government printing office, the philatelic union in 
Austria and the local press.
Among 80 contestants, our stamp with the motive of the 
German leader of expedition, Alfred E. Wegener, obtained a 
nice 8. Place. The stamp was issued on 22nd May 2006 as part 
of POST Greenland’s ongoing expedition series. It is a very 
attractive stamp in steel engraving and offset by Martin Mörck.

POST Greenland shares the 8. Place with stamps from 
Italy and San Marino r., truly a great company. The 
winner of the election was Austria right in front of 
Norway and Sweden, who shared the second place. 
Congratulations to our colleagues ”Down Under”, as 
well as in Norway and Sweden. 
POST Greenland is very proud of this great recognition 
of Greenlandic stamps and Philately. We will strive to 
issue even more interesting stamps in the future. Further 
information about the election can be found here:  
www.wipa08.com/userpics/wipa_aktuell//200804.pdf

Great stamp recognition
By Allan Pertti Frandsen


