hen | was a child, | heard stories
about fire-breathing dragons and
similar monsters with wings, huge
claws, terrifying scales and nasty serpentine
ails. However, | never heard about dinosaurs.
Today my eight-year-old grandson, Cameron,
can easily pronounce the names of, and dis-
tinguish between Tyrannosaurus rex (Fig. 1),
Triceratops (Fig. 2), Brontosaurus (Fig. 3) and
Oviraptor (Fig. 4). This is thanks to the Jurassic
Park movies, which brought the dinosaurs,
which became extinct 65 million years ago,
'back to life'. Today we can eat dinosaurs in
the form of sweets and biscuits, we can see
them' on television or on DVD, read about
them in books, visit them in museums, play
with them as toys and collect and learn about
them through STAMPS.

Our theme, 'Dinosaurs on Stamps', raises
some questions that need to be answered.
These questions are:

What are dinosaurs? The answer is that they
are extinct reptiles. The name 'dinosaurs' was
coined by the British scientist Sir Richard
Owen in 1841. In 1991, Britain issued a set of
four stamps commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the naming of these impressive crea-
tures (Fig. 5). Sir Richard was impressed by
the large size of bones that had been
unearthed from rocks in Southern England
which showed a marked similarity to th
much smaller bones of some modern lizards
The name 'dinosaur’', derived from two Gree
words, deinos and sauros, meaning 'terrible
and 'lizard', seemed a good name.

Are dinosaurs merely big lizards? No.
Dinosaurs had upright legs (Fig. 6), wherea
all lizards have sprawled legs (Fig. 7).
Therefore none of the dinosaurs were actually
lizards, and not all of them were large and ter-
rifying. In size they ranged from the size of a
chicken, to a length of as much as 30 metres.
A large dinosaur could have weighed as much
as 30 tons! This makes them the largest ani-
mals that ever walked the Earth.

Did the dinosaurs belong to a single group
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