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Introduction
ÅTopical ςa collection by subject

ÅThematic ςusing a topic to tell a 
story; does NOT focus on the stamps 
themselves, e.g.

ÅHistory of dinosaur collecting

ÅGeography of dinosaur discoveries

ÅDinosaur lifestyles

ÅThematic collecting allows you to 
collect whatever you want

ÅOnly problems are that you are up 
against country collectors

ÅAnd there are thousands of 
άǿŀƭƭǇŀǇŜǊ ǎǘŀƳǇǎέ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
tempt the collector

Tanzania 1994

bƛŀŦƻΩƻǳ 1993

Solomon 
Islands



In The Beginning

ÅStarted collecting all stamps as a 
child ς the Odeon Stamp Shop

ÅMy collection included Poland 1965

ÅCollection lapsed in teens

ÅPassed the Strand Hotel in 1992 and 
saw the sign, entered and found the 
thematic stall

ÅGot serious, attended Thematica

ÅWrote to many dealers ς luckily! Pre 
the internet

ÅJoined Ebay in 2001

ÅJoined Delcampe in 2002

ÅExhibited for the first time in 2018

Where it all began

Antigua 1992



My collection

ÅMore than 10,000 different 
dinosaur stamps

ÅNumerous other postal items

ÅMy favourites are:

ÅOriginal artwork

ÅFirst day covers

ÅWith a bias towards issues from 
the 60s & 70s (and sauropods)

ÅCollection completed in terms of 
mint stamps

ÅNow looking for rare items and I 
focus on eBay and thematic 
auctions

UK 1991

bƛŀŦƻΩƻǳ original artwork

Brazil PNG



The impact of Ebay

ÅCurrently ~18000 dino stamp lots for sale

ÅRange from singles and sets to rare items

ÅNumber of bidders has increased 
dramatically over time

ÅMy competition are Chinese bidders with 
too much money

ÅRare items used to go for $100, now $1000

ÅEbay provides a yardstick ς now we know 
the value of everything ς viz my friend Tim 
and his Victorian bottle

Delcampe 
website

Ebay website



Inspiration? Famous artists

ÅFamous dinosaur artists: Zallinger, 
Knight, Burian, etc

ÅUsed repeatedly without 
permission

½ŀƭƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ famous mural at Yale

First Day Cover signed by Zallinger on Day of Issue



The Range of Postal Items



Stamps

ÅPerforated and Imperforated

ÅGummed or Self adhesive

ÅGeometric and other shapes

Argentina Sweden 1992
Kampuchea

Thailand 1991

Argentina

BAT 1991



All Sorts of Sheets

ÅMini-sheets

ÅSheets of stamps

ÅTete bêche pairs

ÅBe aware of marginal 
markings & text

New Zealand 1993

Belgium 1966

Argentina

China

South Africa
Cambodia



Booklets and Coils

Sweden

Bulgaria

Australia
New Zealand

Thailand



Postally Used Letters

ÅCountries issue many FDCs but posted letters 
are usually rarer

ÅThose posted on the day of issue are more 
valuable than FDCs

ÅI get dealers to send sets of stamps on cover

Lourhino, Portugal Mongolia

Lesotho 1970

Japan 1977



First Day Covers ς Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΧ

ÅMay be many covers for the 
same issue

ÅInclude Postmarks ς nice as 
give issue date

ÅCachets make the cover

Central African Republic 1996

Mozambique 1971

San Marino 1965 Batum 1995

USA 1993



The Planet Earth ς bƛǳŀŦƻΩƻǳ 1989



Oh Canada! 1993



Covers with cachets

ÅWide variety

ÅCompanies with dino logos

AMNH

RSA
Colombia company

ChinaNorway

France
Denmark



My Birthday!

ÅOriginal envelope had the 
stamp and first day cancel

ÅCachet added on later

ÅThis cover was issued for the 
1964 New York World Fair

ÅAnd was issued the day I was 
born!

ÅAnd the Tanzania issue of 
unusual shaped dinosaur 
stamps was also issued on 
my birthday ς April 22nd, 
Earth Day



Postal Cards and Maximum cards

ÅPostal Card shows the 
stamp on a postcard

ÅMaximum cards - Picture 
postcard tying together 
an illustration, a stamp 
and a cancellation in a 
common theme

Singapore



Postmarks - locations

ÅDinosaur, Colorado

ÅDinosaur City, Arizona

ÅSinclair

ÅNot a postmark 
but a hand stamp 
advertising 
Vernal, Utah



Postmarks - dinosaurs



Errors from Poland

ÅMisprints

ÅMisperfs

ÅColours missing

ÅFoldovers



More errors


